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Willerup United Methodist Church
Scripture used in Sermon
The Power of Prayer
(BibleGateway.com is a great resource for study at home)
Today’s Story: Acts 12:1-17
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church,
intending to persecute them. 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with
the sword. 3 When he saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he
proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened
Bread. 4 After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over to be guarded
by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended to bring him out for public
trial after the Passover.
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So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for
him.
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The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping between two
soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard at the
entrance. 7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains
fell off Peter’s wrists.
Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And Peter did so.
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel told him. 9 Peter followed
him out of the prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really
happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10 They passed the first and second
guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by
itself, and they went through it. When they had walked the length of one street,
suddenly the angel left him.
8

Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord
has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from everything the
Jewish people were hoping would happen.”
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When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John,
also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 13 Peter
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knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the
door. 14 When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back
without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”
“You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so,
they said, “It must be his angel.”
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But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw him, they
were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his hand for them to be quiet and described
how the Lord had brought him out of prison. “Tell James and the other brothers and
sisters about this,” he said, and then he left for another place.
Exodus 12:17
Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I
brought your divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for
the generations to come.
Esther 3:12-14
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Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were
summoned. They wrote out in the script of each province and in the language of
each people all Haman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors of the various
provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were written in the name of
King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 13 Dispatches were sent by
couriers to all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all
the Jews—young and old, women and children—on a single day, the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their goods. 14 A copy of
the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province and made known to
the people of every nationality so they would be ready for that day.
Esther 4:12-14
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When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do
not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will
escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews
will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And
who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”
1 Peter 2:4-9
As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and
precious to him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual
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house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For in Scripture it says:
“See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who trusts in him
will never be put to shame.”
Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe,
“The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”
and,
“A stone that causes people to stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were
destined for.
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.
Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Colossians 2:13-15
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When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the
charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has
taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and
authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.
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2 Peter 3:9
The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead
he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.
John 1:12
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right
to become children of God.
1 John 1:7-9
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But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
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If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.
Jeremiah 33:3
Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do
not know.
Psalm 17:6
I call on you, my God, for you will answer me;
turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.
Psalm 86:7
When I am in distress, I call to you,
because you answer me.
Psalm 91:15
He will call on me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble,
I will deliver him and honor him.
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