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May 3, 2020 

Willerup United Methodist Church 

Scripture used in Sermon 

The Resurrected Lord Confronts Saul 

 

(BibleGateway.com is a great resource for study at home) 

 

Today’s Story:  

Acts 9:1-18 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 

Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 

women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on 

his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground 

and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the 

city, and you will be told what you must do.” 

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did 

not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could 

see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was 

blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 

In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 

vision, “Ananias!” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 

harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with 

authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
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But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim 

my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him 

how much he must suffer for my name.” 

Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 

“Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were 

coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see 

again. He got up and was baptized, 

Philippians 3:5-6 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the 

church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

 

Acts 22:3 

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied 

under Gamaliel and was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. I was just 

as zealous for God as any of you are today. 

 

Acts 22:28 

Then the commander said, “I had to pay a lot of money for my citizenship.” 

“But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied. 

Stephen’s full story is found in Acts 6:1-8:3 

 

Acts 7:56-60 

“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 

of God.” 

At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed 

at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the 

witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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John 14:6 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 

 

Acts 26:14 

And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and 

saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard 

for you to kick against the goads.’ 

 

Luke 23:34 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And 

they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

 

Paul sharing his testimony to three high government officials is found in Acts 

24-26 

 

2 Corinthians 11:25 

Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was pelted with stones, three times I was 

shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave Himself for me. 

 

Colossians 1:24 a 

Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, 

 

Acts 26:16-18 

‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a 

servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. I will rescue 

you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open 

their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to 

God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 

sanctified by faith in me.’ 

 

 


