
 

 

Dearest Parishioners, 
 

Greetings in the one and only Lord Jesus, who conquered sin, death and the world, and 
established the Church, the body of Christ and gave the Holy Spirit to continue his legacy of 
transformed disciples. 
 

The season of Lent has arrived and it culminates in the greatest historical event called the 
Resurrection of the Lord. The greatest character of this true story is Jesus the Christ. 
Churches conduct services throughout these forty days, special services at homes, cross-walks, 
processions with Palm leaves, Sunrise services and regular worship services. Ritualism has taken 
hold of the church and we have lost the real purpose of this great historical event. 
 

It is a time of celebration of forgiven and transformed lives of the followers of Christ, to witness 
to people about what the Lord has done in our lives. 
Let me take you to the transformed life who was so grateful to the Lord for her forgiveness that 
she was not ashamed to honor Christ and display her gratitude, which became a fragrance and 
aroma of witness around the world. 
 

It is good to read Luke 7:36-50; Mark 14:3-9; John 8:1-11 and 12:1-8. 
This is the story of a woman in the village of Bethany, a village well known for hospitality to 
Jesus and his disciples. 
What happened? 

1. It was at a home, either of Simon the Leper, Simon the Pharisee, or Lazarus. All these men 
had received benefits from the Lord and, it seems, were grateful to Christ. 
2. It is not clear whether the same woman is meant by each story, but each did the same thing. 

a. With tears of gratitude, she washed the feet of Christ. 
b. She wiped His feet with her hair - putting her head at the feet of Christ. 
c. She anointed Him with perfume, considered costly and wasteful by the onlookers, but not 
by the one who had experienced Jesus’ forgiveness of sins. The men hosting, and the 
woman anointing had all been forgiven much, this was the word of Christ. 

3. We who are forgiven and have had our relationship restored with the Father and have 
received peace, should be grateful and show our gratitude and faithfulness. 

 

Are we the ones who accuse others of their sins? Or are we convicted by the challenge Jesus 
made to the crowd, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
Jesus then asked the woman, “Where are your accusers?” 
 

Lent is not the time to accuse others, blame others, point fingers at others, but to SELF 
EVALUATE. 
 

Psalm 139:23-24—“Search me, O God, and know my heart, test me, and know my anxious 
thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me, in the way everlasting.” 
 

1 John 1:8-9—“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.”                      
 

Psalm 103: 1-4—“Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits - who forgives all your sins and heals all 
your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, crowns you with love and compassion, who 
satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagles.” 
 

We also pray for Samantha Fisher, Linda Faherty, Jeanette Becker, Marilyn Johnson, Heather 
Siedschlag, all the shut-ins, college students, various ministries of our church, and all those who 
are well. 

Blessings. 
 

      Pastorally Yours, 

      Marvin and Nalini Singh 
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Upcoming Events! 

Lent and Easter 
 

March 8—April 5  

Lent Sunday School for 

High School and Adults 8:45 am, 

And 10 am Worship Sermon series 

on He Chose the Nails by Max 

Lucado  
 

April 9 

Holy Thursday  

Soup Supper 6:15 pm, followed by 

Worship at 7pm, communion 
 

April 10 

Good Friday Worship 7 pm 
 

April 12 

Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service 7 am 

Easter Breakfast 8-9:45 am  

 (no Sunday School) 

Worship 10 am 

Weekend to Remember 
Marriage Seminar 

Madison May 1-3, 2020 

Use code CAMBRIDGE at checkout  

to receive current discount 

Lay Speakers Needed - The UMC churches in this area need more Lay Speakers.  Lay Speakers are regular 
people who get some training, and then are approved to speak in other churches.  Willerup has many people of 
sound faith who would bless others by joining this ministry.  A training event is coming up in May. 
Location: Cudahy UMC, 5865 S Lake Dr., Cudahy, WI 
Dates: May 17, 24, & 31 Time: 1:00 - 4:00 PM Fee: $15 To register, contact cudahyclasses@gmail.com 
Please consider attending.  Talk to Judy Vasby, our Deaconess and a Lay Speaker herself, to find out more. 

General & Jurisdictional 
Conference Informational 
Sessions with the Wisconsin 
Delegation 

The Wisconsin Delegation has scheduled 
informational sessions throughout the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference in the coming 
months. The purpose of these gatherings is to 
provide information and answer questions 
about what is coming before the General 
Conference in May and Jurisdictional 
Conference in July. There is also an 
informational session scheduled for those 
attending Laity Convocation on March 14. 

These sessions are open to all who are 
interested - take a look and plan to come to 
one near you! 

North East District 
March 7, 1:00 p.m.: Beaver Dam: Trinity 
Church 
March 7, 1:00 p.m.: Green Bay: Bethany UMC 

North Central District 
February 29, 10:15 a.m.: Stevens Point: St. 
Paul’s UMC 
March 21, 1:15 p.m.: Tomah - First UMC 

North West District 
March 1, 3:00 p.m.: Hayward UMC 
March 29, 3:00 p.m.: River Falls UMC 

South East District 
March 10, 7:00 pm: West Bend: Fifth 

Avenue UMC 
March 19, 6:00 p.m.: Waukesha: First UMC 
April 4, 1:00 p.m.: Milwaukee: Central UMC 
April 18, 9:30 a.m.: Milton UMC 

South West District 
March 8, 2:15 p.m.: Richland Center: Schmidt 
Woodland Hills 
March 21, 1:15 p.m.: Sun Prairie UMC 

More information about General & 

Jurisdictional Conference, the Wisconsin 

Delegation, and upcoming event details can be 

found at WisconsinUMC.org/

GeneralConference 

WACUM—Wisconsin Association of Confessing United Methodists—is a group for United Methodists who support 

a traditional understanding of Biblical Authority.  All are invited to a Meeting March 14 at Asbury UMC in 

Madison.  9am-2pm.  Cost is $25.  Includes worship, speaker, lunch, Q&A.  You are encouraged to attend! 

Contact office to carpool. 
The Events Above and Below will help you become informed about the 

upcoming changes to the United Methodist denomination worldwide! 

http://www.wisconsinumc.org/GeneralConference
http://www.wisconsinumc.org/GeneralConference
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Past Events February
 
Youth Retreat
 
 
Awana Youth Ldrs
 
 

January 26 at Worship the new Accountability 

Leadership Board (ALB) was blessed.  Pictured are 

members: Pastor Marvin Singh, Trustee Gerry Fosdal, 

Finance Lead Shannon Ghorbani, Trustee Lisa Kalata, 

SPPRC Chair Dick Legge, ALB Chair Ron Dayton, Lay 

Leader Jeanette Retzlaff, and Secretary Megan Retzlaff.  

Not pictured is Goals and Communications Lead Judy 

Vasby, who was serving another church as a Lay Speaker 

that day. 

(photo by Tom Schmude) 

(Right) February 

15 a Citizenship 

Party was hosted 

by family for Uli 

Wagenpfeil at the 

Fort Atkinson 

Club. 

(photo by Tom 

Schmude) 
(Above) February 2 Willerup Men attended the annual 

No Regrets Men’s Retreat.  Pictured are some of 

them: (backs of heads!) Bob Kenas, Lee Leverton, 

(faces) Mitchell Woolever, (sorry can’t see the next 

one!), Greg Cooper, Peter Schmude, and Alan Lund.  

(photo by Tom Schmude) 

Here are just a few photos from the 2020 Winter Youth Retreat 
Group photo 

Back row: Haley Erickson, Jonas Boshart, Jordyn Bieberitz, Peter Schmude, Grayson Dan-

iel, Michael Fisher, Ben Fisher, Peggy Boshart 

Middle row: Andrea Kendall, Kyla Tobias, Katya Sopkovich, Maddy Buonincontro, Emma 

Hellburg, Erin Nickelsburg, Maggie Schmude, Miles Nickelsburg, Sam Nickelsburg, Isaiah 

Kittell-Phillips 

Kneeling: Eleanor Thompson, Elizabeth Kendall, Kendra Tobias, Amanda Punsel, Bella 

Hollis 

(photos by Erin Nickelsburg) 



March 2020 Willerup Whispers Page 6 

 

Willerup United Methodist Church 
Accountability Leadership Board 
Board Meeting #2 – 2020 Year 
Monday, February 24, 2019 – 6:30 PM – Lighthouse Room 
 
Call To Order (Time: 6:35)  
Members Present  
Ron Dayton – Chair 
Lisa Kalata – Co-Trustee  
Jeanette Retzlaff – Lay Leader 
Judy Vasby – Goals & Communication 
Shannon Ghorbani – Finance Lead 
Pastor Marvin Singh 
Dick Legge – SPPRC Lead 
Megan Retzlaff – Recording Secretary 
 
Opening Prayer (Given By: Pastor) 
Leadership Training (Pastor) 
From The Me I Want to Be by John Ortberg 
 
Consent Agenda Action Items:   
Minutes of January 22 ALB Mtg. 
Budget Reports for 2/24/2020  
>  Motion By: Dick 
> Second By: Lisa  
>Determination: Approved 
 
Action Items for Tonight 
Proposal for Change in Deaconess Workload, Position to be 

titled Community Outreach and ALB Communications 
Coordinator 

> Motion By: Dick 
> Second By: Lisa  
> Determination: Approved 
 
Reports: From ALB Members:* Non-voting members 
Board Chair  (Ron)  
Personal focus is the Lighthouse Room and Goal Setting 

Template    
Lay Team  (Jeanette)  
Upcoming denominational changes: it is important for people 

to attend meetings to know what’s going on.  Meetings to 
be advertised in Whispers, etc. 

Staff –Pastor-Parish Team (Dick) 
Attended SPPRC training session with Pastor Feb 1. 

Encouraged to never lose sight of mission and vision of 
church. Purpose of SPPRC is to support and encourage 
pastor. 

“Worship Assistants” – Title for those who do opening of 
Worship service, 3 individuals at this time. 

Trustee Team (Lisa  
Kitchen door sticking – slab has shifted, temporary winter 

problem, will go away with warmer weather. 
Sanctuary outer doors blow open in wind – there is a latch that 

can prevent that. 
Changing vendors for bathroom paper products to save costs. 
Looking at what cleaning products are being used as well, 

planning to order from Nassco in future.   
Anonymous donor has proposed paying for soundproofing 

project in Heritage Hall, expected costs around $2000.  
This board would approve cost and appearance of final 
product.  Considering installing A/C for hall as well. 

Christmas decoration items such as artificial trees in basement 
could be moved upstairs for ease of use in future years. 

Leftover rummage sale items and unneeded decorations to be 
sold when Cambridge has Community-wide sales in spring.  
Julie Cooper and Lisa will sort and organize. 

Exterior Sanctuary windows need to be painted. 
Will look at cost-saving measures by changing lighting in 

Sanctuary. 
Goals / Communications (Judy) 
Encourage people to get trained as Lay Speakers 

Latest Information on General Conference  Proposals 
New proposals for General Conference to consider continue 

to be submitted. 
Ron - Willerup should develop an idea of where Willerup 

wants to be heading and be pro-active in supporting our 
values in our community.    

Two Annual Conference Meetings Planned This Year  
>  June – Green Bay   
>  September – WI Dells  
Change in workload and Title for Deaconess Position 

Pastor (Pastor Marvin Singh)*   
Pastor requests Good Samaritan disbursement  
Approved 
Pastor requests leave 1 week April 13-20 after Easter to visit 

family in Canada 
Approved by SPPRC 
Deborah Arneson/Padula would like to give ABC’s of Nutrition 

session(s) March 13, 14, and/or 15 at Willerup to bless 
members with wellness education.  

 
Discussion Items:     
Upcoming Meetings / Events     
>  Event: WACUM/WWAC Date / Time: March 14 9-2 pm

 Judy, Jeanette, Pastor, Dick, Pat Bryan, all welcome, 
RSVP, $25, Asbury UMC in Madison. 

>  Event: General & Jurisdictional Conference Information 
Exchange, Date / Time: April 18, 9:30 am (usually last 2 
hours), Dick, Jeanette, Lisa, Ron. 

>  Event: ALB Gathering, Date / Time: April 21st $5 for lunch, 
10-12:30 am, Dick, Ron, Pastor, Megan. 

>  Event: General Conference, Date / Time: May 5-15, 
Minneapolis, All should Pray 

> Event:  Annual WI Conference, Date / Time: June 5-7 Green 
Bay, Pastor, Judy, Jeanette; Others Pray 

> Event: Second General Conference September WI Dells 
Goal Setting: (Ron will Initiate) 
In the case of the future of Willerup, it isn’t 

up to the board, it’s up to the 
congregation. 

Goal Setting Meeting to be held Tuesday 
March 3rd Evening 6:30 pm 

 
Next Meeting: Date: March 23 Time: 6:30

 Location: Lighthouse Room 
Motion to Adjourn: Shannon, 2nd Jeanette; 

9:03 pm 
Closing Prayer: (Offered by: Pastor) 
Thank you always for your time and God 

given talents in service to our Lord!  
Bless You! 
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History Speaks: Willerup UMC Retirees 
15 Years & Counting 

By Jeanette Retzlaff 
 

 On Wednesday, February 2, 2005, a newly-retired 
couple (Pete & Jeanette Retzlaff) invited the Retirees of 
Willerup UMC to join them for a “Groundhog Day” Breakfast.  
The menu included: “ground hog,” egg casserole dishes, 
muffins, coffee cake, fresh fruit - and of course, coffee.  The 
purpose for this breakfast was to enjoy a meal, fellowship 
together, and become better acquainted. 
 What a joy it was to have the following 18 retirees 
attend:  Walter & Violet Korth; Pat Bryan; 
Marge Smith; Marlyn, Marjorie & Kristie Kempf; Lee & Galina 
Powers; Glenn Gilberts; Jean Freisen; Lester Jarlsberg; Jan 
Jarlsberg; Maxine Paxson; Duane & Jeanette Woolever; Pete & 
Jeanette Retzlaff  (Side note: That week Pastor Brian Cook was 
in Kentucky at a conference and visiting his Mom – Harriet.)  It was decided to continue meeting on the first 
Wednesday of each month for breakfast at 8:45 am.  Other Retirees who attended during 2005, but weren’t at the 
February 2nd breakfast were:  Bob Jarlsberg; Ivan & Betty Springstead; Kent & Judy Vasby; Ruby Cooper; Ralph & 
LaVon Sievertsen; Lucy Flynn; Clarence & Helen Mahle; Edith Kenseth; and Pat New.  Average attendance for the 
first year, 2005, was 14. 

 Yes, that was 15 years ago.  The Willerup Retirees still 
meet on the first Wednesday each month either at 8:45 am for 
breakfast or 11:45 am for lunch.  Just like the first meeting we 
share a potluck meal, a devotion, and fellowship time.  Our 
Mission Outreach is signing and sending Birthday cards to 
Willerup members 85+ years old, and Wedding Anniversary 
cards to couples celebrating 50+ years. 
 Over the past 15 years there have been changes and 
growth.  Average yearly attendance has been 15-24.  In 2011 we 
moved our August meetings to Korth Park for a picnic. Pastor 
Brian Cook was our Devotion leader for 12 years.  Since 2017, 
Pastor Marvin Singh and retired Pastor Tom Smrcka have led us 
in Devotions.   

A few fond memories from this “NEW” (history-wise) Retirees’ Group: 
• At a September meeting one year we shared what job we had 

retired from.  Lester Jarlsberg (95 yrs.) shared he had owned 
& operated the Cambridge Mill (now the Plow Restaurant 
building). “But his retirement job - taking care of the 
Willerup Cemetery - was more important because he had 
‘more people under him.’” 

• March, 2019, Bernadine Christianson (100 yrs.) shared about 
her visit to a First Grade class to help them celebrate their 
100th day of First Grade.  She told them what school was like 
for her 95 years ago.  

• November, 2019, Wes Jarlsberg (99 yrs.) shared his WWII 
experiences serving with the US Army in Europe. 

 
All Retirees (or Wannabees) are invited to join this 
compassionate, fun-loving and inspirational group the first 
Wednesday of each month. 
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The Willerup Whispers Newsletter 

(1 Kings 19:11-12) 

Available by Email or in Print 
Whisper Editor:  Megan Retzlaff, 
WMC Administrative Assistant 

All Whisper news & info articles must be received  
no later than the 20th day of the month  

prior to the next month’s issue. 
 

Email:  Secretary@WillerupUMC.org  

Church office phone:  608-423-3777 

Visit our Website at: www.willerupumc.org 
Find us on Facebook 

Who are We at Willerup? 

 

Our Mission 

To Seek the Lost, To Strengthen the Lord’s 

Disciples, and To Serve in the Lord’s Kingdom 

 

Our Purpose 

To Glorify Christ In Word and Deed by….  

 Reaching out and receiving new people,  

introducing them to the person of Jesus Christ. 

 Connecting people to the community of 

faith which is growing in the grace and 

knowledge of the Lord. 

 Developing people to Christ-like maturity. 

 Equipping & sending disciples  

in ministry & mission. 

 . . . All to the end of  

exalting & honoring God’s name. 

 

Our Conviction 

We Believe a Great Commitment to the  

Great Commandment and the Great 

Commission 

Will Grow a Great Church! 

Sunday Schedule 
 

8:15 am Prayer 
 

8:45 am Sunday 
School, Adults & 

High School 
 

10:00 am Worship 


